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There  was  a  gentleman  married  for 
his  second  wife  the  proudest  woman 
ever  seen.  She  had  by  a  former  hus- 
band two  daughters  of  her  own,  who 
were  indeed  like  her  in  all  things.  He 
had  likewise  by  another  wife,  a  young< 
daughter,  but  of  unparalleled  goodness 
of  temper,  which  she  took  from  her 
mother. 

The  mother  in-law  could  not  bearji 
the  good  qualities  of  this  pretty  girl,! 
but  employed  her  in  the  meanest  work 
in  the  house.  When  she  had  finishedj 
she  went  into  the  chimney  comer  and 
sat  down  among  the  cinders  and  ashes  J 
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It  happened  that  the  kings  son  gave 
hall.  Our  young  misses  were  invited ; 
r  they  cut  a  grand  figure  among  the 
lality.  They  were  mightily  delighted 

this  invitation,  and  wonderfully  busy 

choosing  such  dresses  as  might  he- 
)me  them.    This  was  a  new  trouble 

Cinderella;  for  it  was  she  who  ironed 
iv  sisters'  linen,  and  plaited  their 
iffles 


Cinderella  was  called  up  by  them 
to  be  consulted  about  their  prepara- 
tions for  the  ball ;  for  she  had  excellent 
notions  :  nay,  she  offered  her  services 
to  dress  their  heads.  As  she  was  doing 
this,  they  said  to  her,  "  Cinderelk; 
would  not  you  be  glad  to  go  to  the 
ball  ?  Ah  1"  said  she,  *^you  only 
jeer  me ;  it  is  not  for  such  as  I  am  tc 
go  thither." — "  Thou  art  in  the  righ: 
of  it,"  replied  they  ;  ^^it  would  mak( 
the  people  laugh  to  see  a  Cinderbreecl 
at  a  ball.'*  At  last  the  happy  daj 
came,  they  went  to  court,  and  Cin 
derella  looked  after  them,  and  when  sh 
lost  sight  of  them,  she  began  crying. 

Her  godmother,  who  saw  her  h 
tears,  asked  her  what  was  the  matter 
I  wish  I  could,  I  wish  I  could  !"  sh 
was  not  able  to  speak  the  rest.  He 
godmother,who  was  a  fairy ,said  to  her- 
"  Thou  wishest  thou  couldst  sfo  to  th 


11 :  Is  it  not  so  ?" — "Ye-s/ criedCin- 
rella.  Well,"  said  her  godmother, 
be  hut  a  good  girl,  and  I  will  contrive 
at  you  shall  go."  Then  she  took  her 
to  the  chamber,  and  said  to  her. 
Run  into  the  garden  and  brnig  me  a 
)nipion."  Cinderella  went  imme- 
ately  to  gather  the  finest  she  could 
;t,  and  brought  it  to  her  godmother. 

Her  godmother  scoped  out  all  the 
side  of  it,  having  left  nothing  but  the 
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rind ;  which  done^  she  struck  it  witH 
her  wand,  and  the  pompion  was  in 
stantly  changed  into  a  fine  coach 
gilded  all  over  with  gold. 

She  then  went  to  look  into  the  mous 
trap,  where  she  found  several  mic 
alive,  and  ordered  Cinderella  to  lift  u 
the  trap  door,  when  giving  each  mous 
a  tap  with  her  wand,  they  turned  int 
fine  horses,  which  were  harnessed  t 
the  coach.    Being  at  a  loss  for 
coachman,  "  I  will  go  and  see  if  thei 
he  a  rat  in  the  trap  :  — Thou  art  i 
the  right,  "  replied  her  godmothei 
Go  and  look  ?"  Cinderella  brougl 
the  trap,  and  in  it  were  three  huge  rat 
The  fairy  made  choice  of  one  of  tl 
three,  and  having  touched  him,  he  w 
turned  into  a  fat  jolly  coachman,  wl 
mounted  the  hammer-cloth. 

Go  again  into  the  garden,  find  sor 
lizards,  and  bring  them  to  me  ?  "  S 
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had  no  sooner  done  so,  but  her  god- 
mother tuiTied  them  into  smart  footmen, 
who  immediately  skipped  up  behind 
the  coach.  The  fairy  then  said  to  Cin- 
derella, "Well,  you  see  an  equipage, 
6t  to  go  to  the  ball  with :  are  you 
pleased  with  it?" — "Oh  yes,"  cried  she ; 
"  but  must  I  go  in  these  dirty  clothes  ?  " 
Her  godmother  only  touched  her  with 
the  wand,  and  her  clothes  were  turned 
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into  cloth  of  gold  and  silver,  beset 
with  jewels.  This  done,  she  gave  her 
a  pair  of  glass  slippers,  the  prettiest  in 
the  world. 

Being  thus  decked  out,  she|got  into 
her  coach  ;  hut  her  godmother,  above 
all  things,  commanded  her  not  to  stay 
till  after  midnight,  telling  her,  if  she 
stayed  at  the  ball  one  moment  longer, 
all  her  things  would  become  just  as  they 
were  before. 

She  promised  her  godmother  she 
would  not  fail  leaving  the  ball  before 
midnight,  and  then  away  she  drives. 

The  king's  son,  being  told  that  a 
great  princess  was  come,  ran  out  to  re- 
ceive her.  He  gave  her  his  hand  as  she 
alighted,  and  led  her  among  all  the 
company.  There  was  immediately  a 
profound  silence;  so  attentive  was 
every  one  to  contemplate  the  beauties 


of  this  unknown  newcomer.  Nothing 
was  then  heard  but  a  confused  noise  of 
'^Ah !  how  handsome  she  is !  Ah !  how 
handsome  she  is  !  "  All  the  ladies  were 
busied  in  considering  her  clothes  and. 
head-dress,  that  they  might  have  some 
made  after  the  same  pattern.The  king's 
son  took  her  to  dance  with  him  :  she 
danced  so  gracefully,  that  they  all 
more  and   more  admired  her.  A 
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fine  collation  was  served  up,  whereof  I 
the  young  prince  eat  not  a  morsel,  so  | 
intently  was  he  busied  in  gazing  on  her.  i 
She  sat  down  by  her  sisters,  giving  j 
them  part  of  the  fruit  which  the  prince  \ 
had  presented  her  with ;  which  very  j 
much  surprised  them.  While  Cinder-  i 
ella  was  thus  amusing  her  sisters,  she  . 
heard  the  clock  strike  eleven  and  three  ; 
quarters,  whereupon  she  immediately  I 
made  a  curtsey  to  the  company,  and  f 
hastened  away.    Being  got  home  she 
thanked  her  godmother,  and  said,  she 
could  not  but  wish  she  might  go  next 
day  to  the  ball,  because  the  king's  son 
had  desired  her.    As  she  was  telling 
her  godmother  whatever  had  passed, 
her  two  sisters  knocked  at  the  door. 

How  long  you  have  stayed  1"  cried 
she.  If  you  had  been  at  the  ball, 
you  would  not  have  been  tired :  there 
came  the  most  beautiful  princess  ever 
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seen  with  eyes  ;  she  shewed  us  a  thou- 
sand civilities,  and  gave  us  oranges  and 
citrons."  Cinderella  asked  the  name 
of  the  princess  ;  but  they  told  her  they 
did  not  know  it,  and  that  the  king's  son 
was  inieasy,  and  would  give  all  the 
world  to  know  who  she  was. 

At  this,  Cinderella  smiling,  replied, 
"  she  must  be  very  beautiful :  could  1 
not  see  her  ?  Ah  !  dear  Miss  Charlotte, 
do  lend  me  your  yellow  suit  of  clothes, 
which  you  wear  every  day  ?" — ''Ah,  in- 
deed !  "  cried  Miss  Charlotte^  "  lend 
my  clothes  to  such  a  dirty  Cinderbreech 
as  thou  art ! " 

The  next  day  the  two  sisters  wei'e 
at  the  ball,  and  so  was  Cinderella. 

The  king  s  son  was  always  by  her, 
and  never  ceased  his  amorous  speeches 
to  her ;  to  whom  all  this  was  so  far 
from  being  tiresome,  that  she  quite 
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forgot  what  her  godmother  had  recom- 
mended ;  so  she  at  last  counted  the 
clock  striking  twelve,  when  she  took 
it  to  be  no  more  than  eleven  :  she  then 
fled  as  nimble  as  a  deer.  The  prince 
followed,  but  could  not  overtake  her. 
She  left  behind  one  of  her  slippers, 
which  the  prince  took  up.  She  got 
home  without  coach  or  footmen,  and 
in  her  old  clothes,  having  nothing  of 
all  her  finery  but  one  of  the  little  slip- 
pers. The  guards  of  the  gate  were 
asked,  if  they  had  seen  a  princess  go 
out;  who  said,  they  had  seen  nobody 
go  out,  but  a  young  girl  very  meanly 
dressed. 

When  the  two  sisters  returned, 
Cinderella  asked  them  it  they  had  been 
well  diverted,  and  if  the  fine  lady  had 
been  there.  They  told  her  yes,  but 
that  she  hurried  away  with  so  much 
haste,  that  she  dropped  one  of  her 
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glass  slippers,  which  the  king  s  son  had 
taken  up  ;  and  that  he  was  in  love  with 
the  beautiful  person  who  owned  the 
slipper. 

What  they  said  was  perfectly  true, 
for  the  king's  son  caused  it  to  be  pro- 
claimed, that  he  would  marry  her 
whose  foot  this  slipper  would  just  lit. 
They  tried  it  upon  the  princesses,  and 
then  all  the  court,  but  in  vain ;  it  was 
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next  brought  to  the  sisters,  but  they 
could  not  get  it  on.  Cinderella  said 
to  them,  "  Let  me  try  ;  '*  which  made 
her  sisters  laugh  heartily.  The  gentle- 
man who  had  been  sent  to  try  the 
slipper,  perceived  she  was  very  hand- 
some, and  said,  he  had  orders  to  let 
every  one  make  a  trial.  Then,  put- 
ting the  slipper  to  her  foot,  he  found 
it  went  on  very  easily,  and  fitted  her 
as  if  it  had  been  made  of  wax.  Cin- 
derella then  pulled  out  of  her  pocket 
the  other  slipper,  and  put  it  on  her 
foot.  Thereupon  in  came  her  god- 
mother, who  having  touched  with  her 
wand  Cinderella's  clothes,  made  them 
more  rich  than  her  former  dresses. 

The  sisters  instantly  threw  them- 
selves at  her  feet,  to  beg  pardon  for 
the  ill  treatment  they  made  her  un- 
dergo.    Cinderella  said  she  forgave 
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:  :  .J  .;  i  

them,  and  begged  they  would  always 
love  her.  In  a  few  days  the  prince 
married  her,  and  Cinderella  shortly 
afterwards  matched  her  sisters  with 
two  great  lords  of  the  court. 


